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Programme Overview

Eco-Schools is one of the largest global initiatives for school
sustainability and environmental literacy. It starts in the WV
: : o N
classroom and expands to the community by engaging the o
next generation in action-based environmental learning. B EI !T!
Eco-Schools is implemented in 101 countries by the
Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE) member Eco-Schools Bermuda
organisations and through International Schools. As of this
year 2025, there are 52,552 Eco-Schools in the world and O
13,700,972 students registered in Eco-Schools s
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BUEI is the National Operator for Eco-Schools Bermuda and
hosts the Young Reporters for the Environment national
competition and Bermuda’s annual Youth Climate Summit.



Eco-Schools For
Climate Resilience

Launched in 2022, the UNESCO Greening Education

Partnership global initiative addresses the increasingly urgent
call for climate action through education.

The Eco-Schools programme supports the four dimensions of
the whole-school approach defined by UNESCO as essential
elements of a Green School Accreditation.

Eco-Schools has been accrediting schools for 30 years utilising
a robust framework and a project-based learning model that
promotes student leadership and action.

UNESCO findings reveal that around half of the 100 countries
reviewed had no mention of climate change in their national
curriculum.
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Methodology

The Eco-Schools seven-step methodology
embeds ESD in a whole institution approach to
integrate sustainability principles through all
aspects of an educational institution, including
curriculum content and pedagogy, facilities and
operations, campus culture, and engagement
with the local community.

Promoting Project - Based Learning
approaches, The Eco-Schools Seven Step
process helps all schools engage with,
understand and address key climate change
and environmental challenges no matter their
location, level or size.
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Ten Eco-SchooIs Pathways
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Eco-Schools Bermuda invites all schools on the
island to participate in student-led actions that
create greater sustainability for their school
communities. From pre-school to Bermuda
College, eco-teams engage in building a culture of
environmental awareness and action.

Launched in 2013 with Greenrock, the Bermuda
Underwater Exploration Institute (BUEI) became
the National Operator for the programme in
September 2019, introducing more schools to
sustainability programmes at all levels.

Under BUEIl's guidance and support, the
EcoSchool Bermuda Programme has expanded to
include over half of the Island's primary, middle,
and secondary schools.




Eco-Schools in 2025

Eco-Schools Bermuda is committed to recognising school
Eco-Teams for their sustainability efforts. We celebrate all
efforts on a variety of initiatives, such as greening
projects, school assemblies, community service projects,
and whole school environmental challenges.

We work closely with local environmental organisations
and businesses to inspire and equip school Eco-Teams.
Through these partnerships, students gain hands-on
learning experiences and real-world opportunities to
address sustainability challenges. Together, we recognise
students and educators role as “part of the solution” for
a healthier and greener Bermuda. These practices
encourage students to develop a deep understanding of
environmental issues and adopt sustainable practices in
their daily lives.
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Eco-Schools End of Year Celebration
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2025 Eco-Schools

Green Flag Award- Platinum Silver Level

Level

Bermuda College

Victor Scott Primary School
Bermuda High School
Harrington Sound Primary
School

Warwick Academy

West Pembroke Primary School
Saltus Grammar School

Gold Level

Prospect Preschool
Somerset Primary

The Berkeley Institute
Francis Patton Primary School
Lyceum PreSchool

Bronze Level

Gilbert Institute

Paget Primary School
Chatmore International School

Participant

Prospect Primary
Cedarbridge Academy
Mount Saint Agnes Academy
(YRE)

2025 Delivery Partners

Keep Bermuda Beautiful

Beyond Plastic Bermuda

Garden Club of Bermuda

Hamilton Rotary Club

Healthy Schools, Department of Health
Bermuda National Trust

Waste Management Bermuda

Bermuda Underwater Exploration Institute

Department of Parks Bermuda
KOOM Consulting

SPCA P
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Programme Metrics 2025

* The Eco-Schools Bermuda programme Eco-Schools Bermuda Awgrds: participation and
promotes sustainability from early recognition

childhood education through Bermuda

College. Schools in the Bermuda Public

School System comprise 77 percent of

Eco-Schools.

several schools identify staff who will I I I

support the school EcoClub and join the

online recording platform in September. 2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 »‘:*:"tt
Registered ™ Total Awards B EI !T
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e Eighteen schools were recognised for
their participation in Eco-Schools and YRE
in 2024-2025. In addition, we have had
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Programme Metrics 2025

* Year on year, schools have been
earning higher level awards than
those earned in prior school
years, an indicator of increased
engagement and commitment to
sustainability among
participating Eco-Schools.

Increase in Award Levels = Progress in Sustainability Journeys

2021-2022

* At 2024 - 25 academic year-end, e
Eco-Schools in Bermuda
achieved 7 Green Flag awards, 2 ] 1
Gold Awards, 3 Silver Awards, 3 : : y . Sk
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Bronze Awards, and 2 , , o
*In 2024, a points-based award system using the new Eco-Schools Certification

p a rt ICI p a nts . Application was implemented, with Platinum Level equivalent to Green Flag award. e el B Y
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Seven Schools Receive
Green Flag Eco-Awards

Achieving Green Flag recognition showcases a school’s
unwavering commitment to sustainability and highlights the
positive impact of student-led initiatives.

For the 2024-2025 school year, the Green Flag is awarded to:
* Victor Scott Primary

* Bermuda High School

* Harrington Sound Primary School

 Warwick Academy

* West Pembroke Primary School

 Bermuda College

e Saltus Grammar School

Read More Here



https://www.royalgazette.com/education/news/article/20250908/schools-earn-environmental-green-flag-recognition/

Highlights of 2024-2025

* 6,621 hours of outdoor learning was recorded by Eco-Schools on the ECA alone. In
addition, many Eco-committees met weekly on their campuses and engaged in whole-
school projects, thus multiplying the impact beyond those hours recorded.

e Connecting to the Sustainable Development Goals, over 276 waste free lunches were
packed, 1075 students participated in Earth Day activities, 19.06 tonnes of carbon
were sequestered, and 104 trees were planted this year by Bermuda’s EcoSchools.

* Delivery Partners Chris Faria of the Agraliving Institute, supported by the Bermuda
Education Network, worked closely with Francis Patton Primary, Lyceum, and Purvis A,

Primary to establish new growing spaces on school grounds, and develop watering A:3 = !T!
and composting systems.

Eco-Schools Bermuda
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https://www.agraliving.org/
https://www.bermudaeducationnetwork.com/
https://www.bermudaeducationnetwork.com/

Eco-Clubs in Action
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water bottle fillers at the school fountains,
showing an increase to 98% from 56% over
the last 2 years”

on Trunk Island,
learning about
EcoSystem
Restoration

Paget Primary School EcoTeam planted a
pollinator garden and noted which insects
and birds came to visit
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@ great time making a
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Young Reporters for the
Environment (YRE)

YRE is a FEE accredited environment-focused journalism programme
that encourages youth to become powerful advocates within their
communities by equipping them with skills to investigate
environmental issues and drive positive, solution-focused change.

Offered to schools, youth groups or individuals aged 11-25, the YRE
programme allows students to use media tools (writing,
photography, film, and podcast) to engage their audience on local
environmental topics whilst leveraging media and their own voices.

Similar to Eco-Schools, this programme helps to support
environmental awareness and community engagement.

Click HERE to learn more about YRE Bermuda.

Young Reporters for the Environment
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https://buei.bm/young-reporters-2/

2025 YRE Projects and Awards

Ten students received YRE National Awards across all age categories in Photography, Written Articles and
Short Video. 4 Entries advanced to the international competition.

Aurora Bowers

Reporter

For the third year in a row, Bermuda has an entry shortlisted in the YRE International Competition — this year

it was a Long Form Reportage made by the BUEI Sigmas. View their video, and the other 24-25 shortlisted
entries, here.

In Summer 2025, BUEI held two “Earth Reporters” camps, on the topic of Food Security and Climate Change
for students aged 11-14. Seventeen young reporters took part in creating video and photojournalism projects
that may be entered into the 2026 national YRE competition.

Bermuda Broadcasting Company journalist Kendal Trott mentored young reporters during Earth Reporters

camp, guiding them through the news video production process, including researching a story, writing scripts,
filming and video editing. Students learned constructive journalism and took a deep dive into the 2025 topic-
EcoSystem Restoration, and 2026 topic- Food Security and Climate Change. e

Bermuda Underwater Exploration Institute

Learn more on our website HERE



https://yrecompetition.exposure.co/categories/yre-comp-24-25-shortlisted-entries
https://buei.bm/young-reporters-2/

Collaborative Projects

The Eco-Schools programme also partners with
organisations to cross-promote shared calls to action.
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Paget Primary students
tending their school garden
with Chris Faria of the
Agraliving Institute

BHS Eco Club students
working with BZS Eco-
System Restoration projects
on Trunk Island

WV
NN

Yo
U
B EllAA
Eco-Schools Bermuda

+ Bermuda Underwater Exploration Institute

=

FOUNDATION FOR

ENVIRONMENTAL
2/ EDUCATION




Collaborative Events

World Water Day
programming invited
Bermuda College students to
learn about the importance
of clean drinking water and

water filtration .

World Oceans Day at
BUEI: Ocean Plasticart
activities were facilitated
in partnership with KBB
and Kaleidoscope Arts
Foundation.

BUEI supported the
Greenrock Earth Day
Challenge by promoting
sustainable activities to
Eco-Schools and YRE.

Green Take the Q}.m‘,, 55
",%?5 EARTH DAY '??ﬁ.*\j { Hnx m Eco-Schools Bermuda

e Bermuda Underwater Exploration Institute
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Collaboration with the Ministry of
Education: Every School an Eco-School

The Ministry of Education and the Bermuda Department of
Education have been committed partners for the alignment
of Eco-Schools with the Bermuda curriculum and Education
Reform initiative. In 2024, Education Officers promoted
participation for educator webinars and ensured
communication about Eco-Schools award assessments was
circulated for increased participation in environmental
campaigns.

Coordination with Teacher Professional Learning days in 2025
ensures that schools have the opportunity to register with
Eco-Schools Bermuda’s new online certification platform so
that all schools are connected to Eco-Schools resources and
opportunities through the year.
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* Administration

Waste-free Lunch

Reduce your school's waste by encouraging students and staff
to bring waste-free lunches!

&0?2 Pollinator Garden
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inator garden at your school and c a space
\yb neficial to pol || s like b
also fertile grounds for Iearmng.

72.25

Out of 205
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Conduct a Waste Audit

Discover how much waste your school is producing so you can
start reducing!

Tree Planting and
Maintenance

our school grounds and in your
ience the benefits for decades to

How to suhmlt your apphcatmn Data demystlﬁed support \mlao
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l*&

L k i
Eco-Schools Bermuda
Bermuda Underwater Exploration Institute
e a ‘S@ E°3.’.‘z%ﬁ'4°s'.ir‘ff
EDUCATION

Eco-Schools Bermuda has invested in a customised
online platform, the Eco-Schools Certification
Application (ECA) to ensure programme
administration is efficient for all schools,
participants and partners.

The ECA also serves as a real-time data collection
tool, quantifying schools' actions into statistics and
visuals, showcasing participation and multi-

level sustainability impact.

This application encourages Bermuda’s Eco-
Schools to take a whole school approach so that
they may receive the highest level of recognition
for their collective efforts.
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* Eco-Schools Bermuda looks forward to engaging more
schools in the Green Cup Challenge — a competition
launched by the BHS Eco-Club to increase awareness
about how a school can reduce their carbon footprint.

e This year the Young Reporters for the Environment

Young Reporters for the Environment .
Bermuda Underwater Exploration Institute programme offe rs two new categories for
constructive journalism: podcasts and short-form
@ == | BLUEI campaign videos.

* With a new handbook and guidance published for the

Early Childhood Years Eco-School program, we look
forward to engaging with more Pre-Schools including
offering pre-school educator specific worksf'lops.

* BUEI will be offering new educator opportunities to
connect and share ideas and successes via webinars
and online share sessions.

Eco-Schools Handbook

for Early Years




Eco-Schools Support

Each year, our community of Eco-Schools gains greater
momentum while becoming stronger environmental
advocates. Our partners and donors play a crucial role in
ensuring that schools are provided with the necessary
resources and support to enable schools to participate in
sustainable initiatives fully and confidently.

The Eco-Schools Bermuda programme expresses its
gratitude for the generous support received from local
foundations and donors, and the invaluable time invested
by our Delivery Partners in guiding school projects.

Through your stewardship, Eco-Schools and YRE Bermuda
can continue to foster and nurture the next generation of
environmental advocates and student leaders. You make it
possible to deliver on our mission to create a more
sustainable future for Bermuda and the world beyond.

2024 - 2025 EcoSchool
Supporters

Bermuda Community
Foundation

Butterfield Bank
Centennial Foundation
Rennaissance Re
SiriusPoint Limited

XL Foundation

Young Reporters for the
Environment is made possible by a
grant from the Waitt Foundation.
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